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Preface 



The present outline of Bieiorussian morphology grew out of my 
structural formulations for a seminar in Slavic descriptive linguistics 
which I directed during the winter term of 1966-67 and in which Miss 
Regine Dalchow and Messers Ronald Breininger, John Wagner, and 
Larry Weiner, graduate students of Slavic Studies, participated. It 
IS believed that the present study will constitute a concrete contribu- 
tion, in as much as there is presently no grammar of Bielorussian in 
English or indeed, to my knowledge, in any western language, other 
than the brief sketch in de Bray’s Guide to the Slavonic Languages 
(London, 1951) which is based on partly obsolete Bi©lorussian grammars 

published 30-40 years ago outside the Soviet Union and is not structur- 
ally oriented . 

The sources of this outline are primarily published grammars and 
handbooks as enumerated below . I am particularly grateful to the Most 
Reverend Rrofessor Uladislau Ryzy-Ryski for making available to me 
various sources listed below and for other information in connection 
with my Bielorussian studies. 
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1,^ Phonology, 

Vowels: i u 

e o 

a 

The vowels /u 0 / are back rounded, v.hile /e i/ are 
front (i.e, non-back, nori-rounded) , ii.fter non-palatal- 
ized consonants the front vowels have central allo- 
phones. v.ith regard to the dimension high-low (or 
close-'Open) there is a gradational (ternary in this 
case) contrast: high /i u/, mid /e 0 /, low /a/. In 

the low vowel /a/ the contrast back-front is neucral- 
ized; /a/ is phonetically unrounded and central. 

All five vowels occur under stress. In syllable 
iicraediately px'eceding; si-ress , with few exceptions, only 
/i a u/ appear. In unstressed liable other than 
the immediately pretonic /i e a u/ appear (the phono- 
logical statiniienis of Lomtev and Hurski seem to indicate 
that only /i a u/ occur in all unstressed, not only 
pretonic syllables; however the phonetic transcription 
in Hurski, p.8S, as v/eli as a tape recording I possess 
indicate a contrast /e ^ a/ in non-pretonic unstressed 



positioii). 










Consonants: 






post- 






labial 


dental 


alveolar ' 


/elar 


stox^s 


P 


t 




k 




b 


d 




cr 


fricatives 


f 


s 


S 


0 

X 




v 


z 


2 


h 


affricates 




c 


C 








5 


5 




nasals 


m 


n 






liquids 






glide (semivowel) 


lateral 




1 


% 




trill 




r 


3 





Stops, fricatives, and affricates show the contrast 
voiceless-voiced; /v/ is a voiced consonant only be- 
fore vowel; before consonant or juncture it has a semi- 
vowel allophone [w] . 



Tn Vfc A rn ^ -irN ..M. ^ ^ .1 

wt vw OLUVi/V^ AAWAl^^OLXa. OCULXZ;W.l t*Uiifc3Uii*" 



ants, the following palatalized coimterparts exist: 

labial /p* b* f» v* m»/ 

dental /s* z' c* 5 * n*/ lateral /!*/ 

velar /k* g’ h*/ and possibly /x*/ 

Non-palatalized / 3 / as well as /g g*/ are of rare 

occurrence, being limited mostly to loanwords* 



1 .2 The writing system (the following brief remarks 
on Bielorussi«tn spelling presuppose knowledge of the 
fiussian writing system). 

Bielorussian is usually written with a Cyrillic 
alphabet derived from andi quite similar to, the Russian 
alphabet, so that anyone familiar with Russian spelling 
will easily read Bielorussian* The orthography of 
modern Bielorussian, being more recent than the Russian 
orthographjf’ , is more consistent than the latter and 
shows fewer irregularities. Bielorussian spelling has 
like Russian a double series of vowel letters, one 

a 3 61 o y used initially or if the preceding con- 
sonant is not palatalized, and the other fl e i e m 
used to indicate palatalization of preceding con- 
sonant or (excepting i) /j/ plus vowel if no consonant 
letter precedes. Note that i is used rather than the 
Russian letter a. A palatalized consonant not followed 
by vowel is indicated, as in Russian, by the "soft sign” 



• The consonant letters are essentially the same as 
in the Russian alphabet , except that r represents /h/ 
in the vast majority of cases, though the letter is also 
used to note the few occurrences of /g/ (the phoneme /g/ 
is rare in Bielorussian, as Comuion Slavic /g/ became 
/h/ rather than remaining /g/ as in Russian)# The phon- 
eme /v/ has two representations, one b representing 
the prevocalic allophojie Cvj and the other y repres- 
enting the allophone [wj occurrent before consonant or 
word-boundary# The phonemes /3 3/ are written with 

the digraphs .zj ;3 



Bielorussian spelling, like Russian, combines the 
phonemic and the morphophonemic— etymological principles, 
with the great difference however, that in Bielorussian 
writing the phonemic principle is dominant (e.g. auto- 
matic vowel changes are indicated), while in Russian the 
morphophonemic-etymological principle prevails* Bielo- 
russian spelling will however not be used in this out- 
line; rather all Bielorussian matter will be given in 
transcription, as indicated in the following section# 

1*3 Transcriptions used# 

All Bielorussian example words are cited in a 
quasi-phonemic transcription. Word stress is marked, 
but since full utterances are not cited, but only iso- 
lated morphological words, suprasegmental phenomena 
occurring over longer stretches are not indicated# The 
transcription of vocalic and consonantal segments is 
phonemic, except that neutralization of voicing is not 
indicated at word-boundary, the morphophonemically 



o 



justified consonant being indicated in every case. In 
citation of items hierarchically less than a word (i.e. 
stems, affixes, endings, morphemes) the transcription 
is a morphophonemic one in which automatic morphophonem- 
ic changes are not reflected, but each segment is noted 
with the phoneme which appears in the position of max- 
imum differentiation; it is particularly important to 
keep this in mind regarding the vowels, which in Bielo- 
russian, as in Russian, are subject to a number of 
automatic changes depending upon position of stress and. 
adjacent consonants (see 2.1 below). Thus the masculine 
and neuter genitive adjective ending is noted - oho , though 
in fact it appears, depending on positior of stress 
only in these phonemic shapes /6ha, ah&, aha/, which 
however, given the morphophonemic rules and knowledge 
of the position of stress, are readily derived from the 
morphophonemic transcription. So too, I note the verbal 
suffix, which appears as /av/ after /bud/ in budavdc ' 

‘to build*, as -0V-, since it appears so under stress, 
cf. p*erabud6wac* *to be rebuilding*. 

The symbols used herein are those customary in 
linguistic writings: / / indicate^ phonemic transcript- 

ion, [ ] phonetic transcription; 0 isj *zero*, C ‘con- 
sonant*, V * vowel*, ‘alternates with*, and 
means *is replaced by*. Where.. necessary „ morpheme 
boundary may be indicated by a hyphen; stems and: .‘pre- 
fixes will be cited terminating with a hyphen, while 
final suffixes begin with a hyphen; non-final elements 
are cited with a hyphen on each side. The cases are 
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abbreviated N A GLD I, i.e. ’nominative, accnsative, 
genitive, locative, dative, instrumental*, the three 
genders m, f. n. (sometimes masc. and fern, are used), 
the two numbers sg. and pi., while the persons are 
indicated as 1 . 2. 3* Abbreviations of foriLS, e.g. 
pres., inf, etc. are transparent; l.sg.pres# would be 
read * first person singular, present tensed# 

2.0 Morphophonemic alternations. 

2.1 Vowel alternations. 

It was noted earlier (1.1) that only in stressed 
syllables do all five vowels appear; if stress shifts, 
a vowel non-occurrent in unstressed positions (/o e/ 
in immediately pretonic syllables, /o/ in all unstressed 
syllables) must be replaced. In immediately pretonic 
syllables and in all unstressed syllables after 
“hardened** consonants (see following paragraph) /o e/ 
are automatically replaced by /a/; in other unstressed 
syllables /e/ remains, but /o/ is replaced by /a/ after 
“plain” consonant and, after palatalized consonant, by 
either /a/ (simple replacement / 6 ->a/ in all positions) 
or by /e/ (“basic vowel alternation”). 

In terms of the morphophonemic alternations which 
they condition in neighboring phonemes, it is useful to 
divide Bielorussian consonants into three groups: (a) 
“plain” consonants, i.e. non-palatalized consonants 
which possess a palatalized counterpart (here /c* 5 */ 
are considered the morphophonemic palatalized counter- 
parts of /t d/, not of /c 3 /), (b) “hardened** con- 
sonants, i.e. those with no palatalized counterpart. 
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iiame.ly /s z c 5 c 5 r/r^ (c) palatalized consonants, in- 
cluding /J/, which has no plain counterpart. In the 
formulas of the table below, C represents any consonant, 
pC "plain" consonant, 6 "hardened" consonant, C* palat- 
alized consonant, while comma represents "either. . .or" . 

The "basic vowel alternation" displayed in the 
table below is partly automatic, partly non-automatic. 
The changes in stressed syllables are non-automatic, 
since in some morphemes /o e/ do not alternate; re- 
placement in immediately pretonic syllable and after 
pC, 8 in other luistressed syllables is automatic, but 
the replacement after C* is not, since /&/ not particip- 
ating in basic vowel alternation undergoes simple re- 
placement /&— ?>-a/ in all unstressed positions. An ex- 
ample of such simple replacement is given by adjective 
endings containing /o/, cf. m.n.G ending - oho in 
maladbha * young* , rbdnaha 'native*, s * ln*aha 'blue*, 
and us * ah6 'all*. 

The following table illustrates the basic vowel 
alternation as conditioned by the environing conson- 
ants. 
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Basic Vowel Alternation 
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The alternations between stressed syllables and unstressed 
syllables are automatic, i.e, basic /e/ or /o/ in stressed syl- 
lable is automatically replaced in unstressed position as indi- 
cated in the above table; alternation in stressed syllable is 
non-automatic, partly because we have cases of non-altemating 
/e/ and /o/ under stress: l»es*c*i *to crawl*, m. past. l*ez . 

Further, there are cases where /e/ and /o/ alternate not 
in accordance with the above table. Thus the past tense of 
verbs like n*es*c*i *to carry* have /e/ in the f. and n. forms 
before pC (apparently by analogy to the plural with /e/ before 
C*): m. n*os n.f. n*esla pi. n*es*l*i . Likewise, the first 
conjugation ending vowel /e/ remains before word boundary in 
3.sg.pres. ( n*ase etc.) due to an older fom (retained in dia- 
lects) where /e/ was followed by /c*/ as in the second conju- 
gation. Replacement of final palatalized labial by plain la- 
bial before word boundary does not condition replacement of /e/ 
by /o/. 

Alternation of vowel and zero. Items ending in consonant 
clusters before vowel often show forms with vowel intercalated 
between the last two consonants when preceding word-boimdary or 
consonant. The intercalated vowels are those of the basic vowel 
alternation above, i.e. /e/ or /o/ under stress alternating with 
/e/ or /a/ unstressed dapanfling upon adjoining consonants. The 
choice of unstressed inserted vowel is completely automatic, that 







Q 




t 



i 



^ 




of stressed inserted vowel almost so, there bejjig a few excep- 



tions such as l*ev; 


il*va *lion*, xrib*et 


: xripta *i.niountain 


rajige * . 






vowel 


zero 




stressed 






pCoC 

p*asok 
C* ,CopC 


✓ 

p*asku 


*sand* 


av’os 


avsa 


®oats* 


kruzok 


kruska 


•circle* 


C»,CeC»,C 






kas*ec 


kasca 


•reaper* 


salav*e^j 


salav* ja 


•nightingale* 


tvarec 


tvarca 


•creator* 


hlusec 


hlusca 


•deaf person* 


unstressed 






pC.CaC 






vokan 


akno 


*wi.ndow* 


horac 


here a 


•mountaineer* 


lokac’ 


lokc*a 


• elbow * 


l*istocak 


l*istocka 


•leaflet* 


C*eC 

p*is*em 


p*is*mo 


•letter* 



In one item, aVCDn^ *one*, there is inserted /i/ 



In certain larbs, vowel/zero alternation is between the 
two stem variants. Consonant root Irerbs with stems in /r/ 
ha’re zero in the present stem, basic vowel alternation in the 
infinitive stem. A few a-dropping verbs of the first conju- 
gation have basic vowel in the present stem and zero in the 
infinitive stem. Thus 



2.sg.pres. 


inf. 


m. past. 




tres 


c’erc’i 


c’or 


’to wipe’ 


b’ares 


brae’ 


brav 


’ to take ’ 


zav’e^ 


zv^c’ 


zvav 


’to call’ 



2.2 Alternation of vowel with consonant, 
automatic 

/u-v/ Word-initial /u/ preceding consonant is replaced by 
/v/ after an item ending in a vowel (and no intervening major 
juncture): 

uzd ’already* a jamu vzo ’and to him already* 

Word-initial /u/ preceding consonant is replaced by /v/ if the 
following consonant is replaced by a vowel. 

uz’ac’ : vdz’m’es ’to take (inf. and 2.sg.pres.)* 
ujes : v’£o* -’to wind (2.sg.pres. and inf.)» 

Cf. too the alternants of the preposition u ’in, into’ 

/v/ after item ending in vowel: drana v v’ersax ’drama 
In verse’ 

/va/ before item beginning with /u/ (idiich /u/ in turii;;is 
replaced by /v^: ya vs’fx ’in all’ . 
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non-automatic 

/i/<^/j/ and /a/t^w (nasal consonant); for discussion and ex- 
amples, see the section on verbs (root verbs) below. 

2.3 Consonant changes, 

2.3.1 Automatic changes, 

IFoiced vs. voiceless. Morphophonemically the consonants are: 
voiceless ptkfssxcc 
voiced bdg-zzh33 

The palatalized counterparts of the above are also respectively 
voiced or voiceless. All other consonants are neutral with re- 
gard to voicing contrast. 

Voicing contrast is neutralised at word-boundary. Before 
juncture, only voiceless (and neutral) consonants appear; voiced 
consonants are replaced by their voiceless counterparts. 

xl*eba : xl* 4 p 'bread (G and H. )* 

Within consonant clusters, voiced or voiceless consonants are as- 
similated with regard to voicing to the last consonant of the 
cluster for which voicing is distinctive. 
kas*ic’ ; ka^*b£ *to reap : the harvest* 
m($hla : maxca *to be able (past f. and inf.)* 

Before /s z c 3/, /s z/ are replaced by /s/ or /z/. 
s *with* 5 onka *woman* sapka *hat* 

Sionkaj *with a woman* ssapkaj *with a hit* 

Assimilation with regard to palatalization takes place as 




follows: 



Before s 3.1 palatalized labial r-nci denial consonants and 
/j/> /s z/ are replaced by /s» zV* 

Before platalized /v»/, A d/ /c» 3V. 

Before all palatalized dental consonants but / 1 V> /n-»nV« 
Before palatalized aental consonants, palatalized /c» 3V' -♦ 
/b <i/ • ; dn^^ »day (N and G) » 

I^torphophonemically, /c» 3^/ function as palatalized counter- 
parts to /t d/ respectively, while the phonetically closer 
/c 3/ may be regarded as lacking morphophonemic palatalized 
counterparts. Except for /I ^ It/, the palatalization 
distinction is neutralized before the dental consonants 
/t d s z c n 1 r/, palatalized consonants being replaced 
by their non-oal atalized counterparts: 

83 Mn : adn^ tone (m. and f.N)t 

^sister (G pi. and K sg. ) t 
p^^£t . ptaitngccac^ »five; fifteent 

but lt6n : iPrid »flax» 

Palatalized labials do not appear in word-final position; 
they are replaced by their non-palatalized counterparts. 
v»erf»i : vt^rf tghipyard (G and I\l sg.)t 
s»am»l : st^m t seven (G and N sg.)» 

Non-palatalized velars do not appear before /i/; before 
elements beginning with /i/ pjain velars are replaced by 
their palatalized counterparts* 



strohaja : stroh*i ‘strict (N f. and n.)* 
voblaka : voblak*i ‘cloud (N sg. and pl.)‘ 
straj:a str^‘i ‘roof (N sg. and pl.)‘ 
iibccept in recent borrowings, /e/ does not occur after plain con. 
sonants with morphophonernic palatalized counterparts; plain con- 

i 

sonants are replaced by their palatalized counterparts before 
elements beginning with /e/. 

akno ; akn‘e^ ‘window and L sg.) 



word-initial /IV/ /ilc/, /I ‘ Y/*^ /il * C/ . 
l‘on : il*nu ‘flax (KGsg.)‘ 
lob ; ilba ‘forehead (UGsg.)‘ 
l‘ev : il‘va ‘lion (h'Gsg.)‘ 
word-initial /mV/c^/imC/ in one item: 
mox : imx‘i ‘moss (hsg. and pi.)’ 
i.'ord -initial /o/ does not occur in most items; thus when un- 
stressed /a/ alternates i^th stressed /o/ word-initially, a /v/ 

is preposed to /o/ (alternation /v*»0/ conditioned by alternation 
/o«^a/). 

akno : v<5kni ‘T-rindow (iJsg. and pi. )‘ 

Li the sequence C + J, when C is a consonarit other than /r/ 
or labial consonant, C is replaced by its palatalized counterpart 
(unless it has none) and doubled, unless C is already preceded by 
a consonant, while /j/ is deleted. Thus, with the ending -ju of 
the instrumental sg. of k^s ‘ c ‘ t 3 rpe nouns we have; 
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Wsg. 


Isg. 




v*erf 


v*erf ju 


• shipyard* 


k6s*c* 


kos*c*u 


*bone * 


/V 

r»nn 

A W 


* W V ^ 


•n*? crh+. • 


hus^ 


hus*s*u 


‘gander* 



In the formation of the verbal noun by addition of /j/ plus 
akn($ endings to the past passive participle fomant: Inf. 
ap*is^c * *descrfi)ef participle ap^dTsan, verbal noun ao*is&*n*e 
(n + 

2 . 3.2 Non-automatic changes • 

J-change (substitutive softening) 
labial C -^labial + /!*/ 

C, t c * c 

X, S»-o s’ — > s 
hf z z’ — ► z 

This alternation is very widespread; it occurs in noun and. verb 
derivation, in verb morphology (before l.sg.pres. ending, II. 
conj., between present and infinitive stem of I.conj. a-dropping 
verbs, etc.) and elsewhere. 

kup’fc* : kupl*u % kupl*eni *to buy (inf. l.sg.pres., past 
pass.part.)* 

p*aku V p*aJ?e^ s p*a)5i *to bake (1.2. sg. pres., 2.sg.imper. )* 
V3zac* : r^u *to cut (inf., l.sg.pres.) 

I-change (occurs in noun morphology) 




k—^*c 



X s* 



ruka : ruce 
naha : naz*e 
straxa : stras*e 



•hand (N and DLsg.) 
•leg (N and DLsg. )» 
•roof (N and DLsg.) 



t, d— >s, before /c^/ in verb uiojphology 

pl^atu ; pl»e's^c^i »to plait (l.sg.pres. 
jaduc» : jes*o*: jas»c*e »to eat (3. pi., 



and 3jif.)» 
3.sg., 2.pl.)» 



tj d— ► 0, before /l v m s*/ in verb morphology 



pl^atu : pl»ala'; pl»ov : pl»ovsi 



•to plait (l.sg.pres., 



past f, and m. , past act. part.)* 

Jdduo*{ jewi • jas^l •to eat (1.2. sg. pres)* 
before inf. foraiant 

p»aku ; p*acf »to bake (l.sg.pres., inf.)‘ 
l^v /!/ before vowel alternates with /v/ before consonant or 
word boi^ndary. Ihere are few examples; the principal one is 
the fomant -1- of the past which alternates with /v/ before 
zero ending in the past masculine and before the formiint 
of the past active participle. Cf. too pdv« , palova *half*. 
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3.0 The Noun. 



sg. 





st6i 


akn^ 


zonka 


kos 


N 


-0 (-o) 




/ 




k 




J 


i 




G 


-avwu 


-a 


1 


i-i 


D 


-u 


-u 


■> -e/i ’ 




L 


-e/ iv/> -u 


-e/iu -u 


J 


r 


I 


-omvfc-em 


-omv»-em 


-Oj (u) 


-ju 




pX • 








N 


••i 








k 


VO 








G 


-ov, -ej 








D 


-am 








L 


-ax 








I 


-am*i (-m*i) 


(-iraa) 







Distribution of genders: stol- nouns are solely masculine, akno 
nouns neuter, and kos*c»» nouns feminine; |&ika-nouns are all 
feminine except for personal names with Nsg. in stressed «a 
( kuzraa ®Goamas»), which are masculine and s»irata »oiphan», 
which is masculine or feminine depending on the sex of the per- 
son donoted. 

3*1 Remarks on the endings* 

(1) In Nsg. some personal names of the stol- tvoe have the end- 
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ing - 0 . 

(2) In nouns with stotns onding in pd.l&t&XizGd. consonant 
and /j/, when the ending is unstressed, the I\isg. and Isg. end- 
ings -o^ and are replaced by -£ and -on (in accord with bas- 
ic vowel alternation, see 2.1). 

(3) In the Asg. stol-nouns and in Apl. all nouns are in a form 
identical with the genitive, if they designate animate beings; 
or with the noEinative, if they designate inanimate objects. 

(^) In Gsg, of stol- nouns designating inanimates the ending 
-u frequently occurs, either in free variation with -a or more 
usually as the sole ending' -u tends to occur in nouns designa- 
ting abstractions, processes, or non— individuated masses and 
substances. 

(5) In DLsg. z(^nka- noun stems ending in non-palatalized con- 
sonants with palatalized counterparts ("plain” consonants) take 
the ending — e^ (which causes I— change of a preceding velar and 
palatalization of remaining consonants )j if endings are unstressed 
the ending -£ is replaced by -i after /c/ resulting from /k/ by 
I-change. Stems ending in plain consonants without palatalized 
counterparts ("hardened" consonants), palatalized consonants and 
/j/ take the ending -i. 

(6) In Lsg. st($l and aknd noiins show the endings (e4^i)*«^u. 

-e and -i; vary according to the same conditions outlined 

for DLsg. of z<$nka- nouns. while -u occurs in place of -e/i part- 
ly in free variation and partly as the sole ending for many itans. 




After stems in /k/ only «u occurs and there is a strong tenden- 
cy for it to occur after other velars; only -u occurs in items 
designating persons. 



\( / XII uu^ xoge ux ziwma — nuuiia uuc; t^iiuxix^ «uloox'Iicu/T 70 yvx uu 

the longer and less frequent -oju. In the Isg. of kos^c*- nouns. 
the ending -iu occasions the usual morphophonemic change (see 



2.3.1 C+o). 



(8) In Gpl. the distribution of endings is; 

-oy in the overwheladng majority of stol- nouns. in free varia- 
tion with zero in most akno- nouns (as the sole ending in non- 
syllabic stems and after certain clusters)^ in kosVc* - nouns with 
unstressed ending and stem in ’'hardened” consonant and in free 
variation i-iith -e.j in other kos*c* - nouns with unstressed ending, 
in ^onka- nouns with stems ending in clusters and optionally 
(scaae times in liee variation with zero) in seme other zonka- 



• ns. 

^ in the majority of S^nka- nouns (though in vaiistion with -ov 
in many items, with - ov tending to prevail after stems ending in 
consonant clusters) ; in akno nouns, usually in free variation 
with -ov, which tends to prevail after stems in palatalized or 
’’hardened” consonant; in a very few stol nouns, but including 
all stol- nouns which drop the suffix -*in- in the plural. 

-ej is the prevailing ending in kos’c’ - nouns, except after 
stems in ’’hardened" consonant, where -ov occurs if the ending is 
unstressed; -ej occurs in a few items each in atol . akn6 and 
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j_6rikP noun"; un-^tressed after ’’hardened” consonant, it 
is rei*'laced bv -ad. 

(9) In Ipl, a few items in each of the noun classes show 
the alternate ending - m’ i ^ while a few items aesignating 

^ X ^aix-/vxbc iicvt one a±Lsrnate enaing -ima. 

Both alternate enoings usually occui in free variation 
with - am ’ i ana sometimes with each other, 

(10) archrtic language a no-longer stancaro vocative occurs 

.■ st0|l -nouns, Ihe enaing is -e^, -e tends to 

occur after plain consonant, e>:cept /k/; it causes J- 

change of velars and /c/, ~u tends to occur aftei palatalized 

consonants, /j/ ^ and ’’haraened’’ consonants, and always 
after /k/, 

(j.l) In DI.pl, st61 -nouiis have the archaic variants 
D -om, L -oy, 

(1?) Pluralia tantum (nouns occurrinr onl\' in plural) 
have the endings characteristic of the plural; all three 

Gpl, enoings are representeo in the various pluralia tantum, 

3*2 Stem, changes, 

(1) The insertea vowels /o e/ occur before zero ending, 

(2) The nouns sus^4d ’neighbor’, gdrt ’devil’, and kal’ena 
’knee’ palatalize their stem-final consonants in the plural 
(Npl, sus’eq’i , c’erc’i . kal’en’i ) , 

^ ’day’ depalatalizes its stem— final consonant in 
the Gpl, Before 0-endings, this noun has inserted /e/ in 

Nsg, and /o/ in Npl, (following the basic vowel alternation 

2 , 1 ), 



o 
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(^) The akno- nouns vuxa 'ear® and ' voka 'eye* show J-change 
of stem-final consonant in plural* Gpl. ending is and Ipl. 
-am'i . 

(5) The almo-noun n'eba 'sky, heaven*, extends its stem in 
the plural by -'os- (Npl. n'ab'osi ) 

(6) A fair number of stol- nouns have the suffix -'in- in the 
singular, which suffix is dropped in the plural. Such nouns 
have Gpl. ending and, if -»in- is preceded by -an-, the Npl. 
has the irregular ending -e; 



Nsg. 


balharin * 3ulg ar * 


harajan'in 'townsman* 


Kpl. 


balh&ri 


hara 3 an*e 


Gpl. 


balhar 


harajan 



n.b. -an- /an*/ before -*^- and -e. 

I'lL^ed nou.-. typos. 

(1) The feminine noun mac'i 'mother* has the stem-extension -i- 
in Nsg. and -er- in the remaining foims (Asg. m^c'eru ). After 
-i- the ending is -)^; in all other forms (after -w-) the end- 
ings are those of £onka nouns (-ej^ in GA pi. ) . Alternately, this 
noun has the form mac'i in all cases of the singular, 

(2) Masculine nouns with the ending -a in Nsg. (denoting male 
persons) have zonka-endings 3n NAGsg. and st6l-endingc in DLIsg.; 
in the Gpl. they have wither or -ov with a tendency for -ov to 
occur after consonants clusters and with free variation in some 
items. Alternatt-Hly, these nouns may have Sonka- endings in dfig. 



and, for those with stem-final palatalized consonant, in Isg. 



Oh;Bidv;ell — Aui^ust 15t 1%V« 



3o3» (5) to p* 21« 

(3) stem extendiiits mixed neuter nouns 

Certain nouns (faosti;s' denoting the young of 
various species) extend their stem by — in pl« and 
by -» a c *"> in GDLsg® In NAGDLsg* these have ^6n^-endings , 
In Isgo, and alternately in Nsgo, they have atenS -^endinaSo 
In plo k is like G and both have On e noun, ic^§. 

* child*, follovt'G this pattern in sg#, but in pie i.as no 
extension, changes the stem to 3 ^ec^” and has -ejj in Gpi* 

p^16: Please note that the plural endings given apply 
to all classes of 



nouns o 



Nouns denoting persons of either sex with -t in Nsg. have this 
nixed declension when they denote a male person and zonka de- 



clension when they denote a Temale person. Masculine names 
with stressed -a in Nsg. and s»irata * orphan*, which is mascu- 
line or f Quinine depending on the sex of the person denoted^do 
not belong to this mixed declension, but are declined as Monica- 
nouns. 

3 *^ The stress patterns of the no\ms. 

Fixed stress (on stem or ending). 



(&) fixed stress on stem: perhaps the majority of nouns of 
classes, particularly those with polysyllabic stems. 

(b) fixed stress on endings: confined to st ^ 1 - nouns and to a 
small number of akno-nouns. 



onifting stress (from stem to ending or vice-versa). 

SE - stress on stem in singular, or ending in plural; a fair 
number of stol- nouns plus a sm. tiler number of akn<?- nouns. and 



at least one mixed masc. a-noun ( 3*ii3*ka ). 
sin, slna, sin! ‘son* 
pl^t, plota, plat! ‘fence* 
vicar, v 4 cara, vecarl ‘evening* 
pol*e, pal»i ‘field* 

3*a3*ka, 3*a3*k*l ‘uncle* 

SE (loc) - stress on stem in sg., except for Lsg., on ending in 
Lsg. and plural; confined to a number of inanimate stol-nouns. 



*side* 



bok, na baku, bak'l 

boj» u bajdfi, baji * combat* 

r($j, ab rajfi, rajf *swam* 

SM - stem-stress in all sg. and in KA pi., ending stress in the 
remaining plural foms; a fair number of kos*c*- nounSc a few 
st^-nouns, and two akno- nouns ( voka . vt!bca ). and the mixed noun 
m^c*i. 



noc, noci, nac^ 


* night* 


zub, z'dbi, zubdv 


* tooth* 


v6ka, vdci, va3ej 


®eye* 


mdc*i, mdc*erlc mac*ardj 


*mother* 



ES - ending-stress in singular, stem-stress in pl’iral; a fair 
number of akno and zc^nka nouns, plus at least one stol- noun 
( kon* ) . 

akno, v($kni *window* duliji, dusi *soul* 

asi, vosi *wasp* kon*, kan*a, kon*i *horse* 

vad^, v^i *water* hlib*inl, hl*ib*£ni »depth* 

However, z^nka nouns with ES stress retain stress on the 1^1. 
ending when used in conjunction with the numerals 2-3-4. 

EM: - The noun pl*acd * shoulder* shows «he apparently isolated 
stress pattern; stem-stress in NA pi., ending stress in sg. and 
all remaining plural foms: pl*ac^ . pl*<%i . pl*acl.i . 

Special patterns: 

(a) The misdd neuter nouns with stem-extension ac*%^at- 
have stress on that ex<^i^^ion in all forms in which it appears. 



and on the ending elsewhere: jahn'o. .iahn«4n. .1«hn»«e»l. 
.1ahn«A:i 



(b) Ihe mixed neuter nouns with stem-extension -en‘w» on- 
stress the syllable preceding the extension in the singular 
and the extension in the plural, as does the isolated noun 

nl|ba >sky. heaven' which has a stressed extension -ios- in 
the plural only: n«eba . n»ab«<^si . 

(c) voziera 'lake' shifts its stress within the stem in the 
plural: az*ori . 

General remarks: 

(1) Fixed ending stress is autraiatioally earrlod to the last 
pliable of the stem, xahon zero eridirig occurs. 

(2) Pluralia tantum have either fixed stress (S or E) or stem 
stress in N(A) and ending stress in the remaining forais, as in 
SM above. Ihe noun 3'v'er 'door' has the apparently isoUted 



pattern: ending stress in G 


, stan stress in 


remaining forms. 


^•0 The Adjective. 








masc. 


neuter 


fern. 




pi. 


N -i 


o 

0 

1 


-aja 


U 


-ija 


A 

\ — — 


J 


-uju 


A 


VO 


G -ohO 






G ‘ 


|-ix 


D -omu 


I 


-oj 


L . 


f 


b -iui 

_ r 


1 




D 


-iw 


I ; 




-oj, -q)u 


I 


-lm*i 



Morphophonemic o is always replaced by /a/ when unstressed (see 2 
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(1) Masc. and pi* hav« endings identical with genitive if ani- 
mates with ncciinative if inanimate^ in the accusative. 

(2) A certain number of ad,jectives have short noun-»like end- 
ings (nasc* = at6l— decla , neuter ~ akn^- decl * * fern* •** adnka- decl* ) « 
ill the noTtiinative, which are used predicatively* In poetic lan- 
guage- the short foims may be used attributively, and occur also 
in accusative and masc/neuter genitive and dative. The short 
endirLgs are: 





masc. 


neuter 


fem. 


pi. 


N 






-a 


-i 


A 


V 


J 


-u 


a/1 


G 


-a 









1/ -u 

Before zero-ending, stems ending in consonant clusters may show 
an inserted vowel (as in the noun). 

(3) Possessive adjectives with the suffixes -ov-. -«in- have 
regular adj. endings, but in the M they have short endings; iii 
an older variant of the standard language masc/neuter GD also 
have the short endings. 

(4) Adjectives are stressed either on the stem or on the end- 
ing. Iftider ending stress di^Uabic endings are stressed on 
their first syllable. Sane pronominal adjectives are designa- 
ted as having “special ending stress”; this means the masc/ 
neuter GD and the alternate faei. G -oje are stressed on their 
second syllable. 




(5) While the long foims of regular adjectives have fixed 
stress in all forms, the position of stress in the short toms 
though in most items corre^onding to that of the long forms, 
in some adjectives shows a shift of position. 

(6) £iKaJn- »one» (Nsg.m. /a3»in/ with inserted /i/, re- 
maining foms,Nsg.n. etc. /adn<^/) have short endings in M, 
long endings in remaining foniis, and Special ending stress. 

(7) £§£- *our* and val- *your* have short endings in M 
(with alternate forms with long endings in I^em., neuter, aid 

pi.), have long endings in the remaining forms. Stress is on 
the stem. 

(8) i w*est . (form with inserted /e/ occurring before zero end- 
ing)vs;^i. lail* has short endings in l^.n.f., special short 
ending -e in ijpl. (and alternating with G ending in 1^1.), and 
long endings in remaining foms. Special ending stress. 

(9) moi- »my», ;Uoj- »thy», svoj- »one»s own», 6^ »whose» 
have short endings in M, long endings in the remaining cases; 
in the Glhi.n. the initial vowel of the ending is truncated, 
leaving /-ho -mu/ ; in 1^1. (and alternating id.th G ending in 

Apl.) we have the special short ending -e. Special ending 
stress. 

iz. *that* has the speciail ending -oj^ in the M. and 
long endings elsewhere. Special ending stress. 

(11) h^- »this» has short endings in NA neuter and fem. (al- 
ternately long endings occur in these forms) and long endings 



elsewhere. Stem stresi. 

(12) The adjective aam- *aelf ^ has short endings in the N masc. 
and pi. (A is like G) and in the M fem. and neuter- elsewhere 
long endings. Alternately, Af, has the long ending. Ihe stem 
changes to ssm *- in the ilsg. masculine/neuter and in the plu- 
ral. Ending stress except in IJpl. , which has stem stress. Hot 
to be confused w5;bh the adjective sial *same, the very* which 
has long endings throughout and stem stress. 



5cl 


Pronouns (personal). 




sg. 


1. 


2. 


reflex. 


N 


. / 




— 


AG 


m*an*e 


c*ab*e 


s*ab*e 


DL 


mn*l 


tab*e 


sab*e 


1 


mnoj(u) 


tabpj(u) 


saboj(u) 


Note 


that in DLI 


tlio endings are tliose of "Uie zonka-noun. 


pi. 


1. 


2. 




N 


ml 


vl 


Note that in NDI 


AGL 


nas 


vis 


the endings are those 


D 


n^ 


via. 


of the plural noun. 


I 


n^*i 


vlfci*i 




third personal pronouji 




sg« 


m. 


n. f. 


pi. 


K 


. / 
jon 


jan^ jana 


M jaai 


AG 


jabii 




AGL jix 


D 


jEuniS 


1 


D jia 


L 




i Joj 


I jfa'l 


I 


Jjim 


J (“JoSu) 





Note that the stem is N .ion« « alternating with j,- in the re- 
maining cases. A of all pronouns is identical with G. End- 
ings are short adiective endings in K* long adjective endings 
in the remaining cases (disyllablic variant of G fern.). Spe- 
cial. ending stress. 

5.2 Pronouns (interrogative). 





*who* 


*what* 


iJ 


xt<^ 


1 St6 


A 


^kah(^ 


5 


G 


J 


iah6 


D 


kamu 


V / 

camu 


LI 


k*in 


cim 



Note that xto except in N and st6 except in NA have respec- 
tively the stems k- and and long adjective endings with 
special ending stress. 

6.0 Numerals 





* 2 * (laJQ* ) 


» 2 »(f.) 


? 31 


i/|.i 


N 


dva 


^*v*e 


trf. 


catfri 


A 


(like N 


if inanim.. 


like G if anim.) 




GL 


dvux 


3 *v*ux 


tr& 


catirox 


P 


dvm 


3*v*lSm 


trail 


?atiroin 


I 


dvuma 


3 *v*umi 


trima 


^atim^ 



*both* ab^yam^lfc., ab^e^t^v^e has the declension of dva 
*two* with abo- prefixed to the masculine forms, ab»e* to 
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the feminine forms 










5 p’ ^c ^ 


10 


3 ^^s^ac^ 


15 


p^atn4ccac^ 


0 .?4s^c^ 


11 


a3 ^ inldcac* ' 


16 


5asn4ccac * 


7 s » 4m 


T O 


_ g • 

uvcuidccau ' 


X/ 


s ’emnaccac’ 


8 v6s^em 


13 


trin4ccac^ 


18 


vas ^emn4ccac ^ 


9 3^^v»ac^ 


14 


4atirn4ccac ^ 


19 


3 atn4ccac^ 


20 dv4ccac 


T 


30 


trlccac ^ 





replacement of /c»/ by /t/ in the first element of » 15 » ana » 19 » 
is due to automatic replacement of palatalized by non-palatd- 
lized consonant before dental. 

The simple numerals 5-30 are declined as singular k 6 s^c^ ~ 
nouns: NA p ^ ^c ^ GD Lp^acll I ac^ c^u ; v 6 s ^ em has inserted 

vowel /e/. The two stems in /mV (sjjm»-; v 6 s^ (e)m ^-) have the 
I ending -^u__ ( s^am^il . yashnljd ) » Monosyllabic stems ( 5 -S) have 
ending stress (v/ith automatic change of pretonic /e/ to /a/) 
in oblioiie forms, the remaining forms fixed stem stress, 

50 p»a 3 »Ves^At 70 s^^m^^es^at 

60 § 6 z» 3 » 3 »es^at 80 v 6 s»em 3 »es»at 

The numerals 50-60-70-80 are declined in both parts as singular 
k 6 s ^ c ^ -nouns : the second element - 3 ^es^at has stem-final /t/ in 
NA, /cV in the remaining cases: NA pJa^^jesVat GDL p»ac»l3»es*’ac»i 

I P^ac^c^d3^es^ac^c^u , Except in the NA of ^50% the first ele- 
ment is stressed. The first element is declined as when indepen— 
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dent. 



*40* and *100* have M sorak . stc^ . GDJ.-I saraka. sta . *90* 
has the unchanging f om ?*ev*ancrca . 

The numerals *200’ to *900* are bipartite; the first part 
is in all cases the appropriate case fom of the numerals from 
*2* to *9’f while the second part is -s*c*e in ^*v*e's*c*e *200* 
IIA, "Sta (G of sto ) in trista *300* iiA, catj[rista *400* iiA, and 
-sot (Gpl. of sto , with inserted /o/) in the 1;A of 500 through 
900. The Second part of the remaining case forms are the appro- 
priate plural foims of the base st- *100*. Thus; 



M 

G 

L 

D 

I 



3 *v*es*c*e 

dviksot 

dv^st^ 

dvumstam 

dvumastim*i 



trlsta 

troxsot 

tr6xst^ 

tr^st^ 

trimast^*i 



p*ac* sot 
p*ac*ls(St 
p *ac*lst^ 
p*ac*i.stim 
p*ac*c*ust^*i 



The items tls*aca *1000*, m*il*on *raillion*, m*il*^ 



*milliard (= American billion)* are declined as nouns; the lat- 
ter two are stdl— nouns ; the first is a 26nka noun, but has the 
alternate Isg. k<^s*c *-fom tis*aScu . 

Collective numerals; 



*both*' abdje 






7. s*am*dra 


2. dvdje 


4. 


cac*v*dra 


8. vas*m*dra 


3. trdje 


5- 


p*ac*dra 


9. 3 *ev*ac*era 




6. 


Sas*c*dra 


10. 3*es*ac*era 



o 
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The collectives have the akno-ending -o in w and pliiral 
adjective endings in the ranaining cases. Stress is on the 
stem in ii, on ending in the remaining cases: dvo.ie , dva.1ix 
etc.; p*ac*ora, p*ac*arj^ etc. 

7 . 0 The Verb, 

7.1 Verb stem classes. 

In the foHoi'iing outline stems are classified according 
to their structure. In terms of their structure verb stems 
may be divided into two broad groups; those that maintain a 
fairly stable stem-shape throughout their paradigm (not taking 
into account morphophonemic changes conditioned by individiial 
formants or endings) and those that differentiate two basic 
stem shapest present stem (the stem for the present tense, 
present participles and gerunds, and imperative) and infini- 
tive stem (the stem for the infinitive, past, past participles 
and gerunds); the two basic shapes differing in that the stem 
vowel which terminates the infinitive stem is dropped in the 
present stem. 

In terras of their selection of endings and formsint in 
present stem forms (except the imperative) verb stems are di- 
vided into two conjugations. The two dichotmies (of stem 
structure and of conjugational type) do not coincide. All sec- 
ond coniJugation verbs are vowel dropping verbs, while first 
conjugation verbs comprise both stable stem and vowel dropping 



verbs. 
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stable sten verbs can be further subdivided into root verbs, 
and verbs i-7ith stable stem vowels, 

j.he lolloT'Ting noirphophonemic rule has freneral aoplication 
in verb inflection: stems ending; in a vowel, whether a root-final 
vowel, a stable stem-vowel- or vowel resulting from alternation 
of suffix, autcnatically add a /j/ in present stem forms. Thus: 



hul * a-c * 


*to wallc* 


1. sg, pres. 


hul‘a-j-: 


mi-c* 


*to wash* 


1. sg. pres. 


/ . 

mi-j-u 


budava-c * 


*to build* 


1 sg. pres. 


biidu-j-u 



verbs riven as examples accompanying the classification below 
i<rill be generally given in the infinitive and in the 3. li.pres, 
lihere necessary for illustration the morphophonemic stem is also 
riven. 

?,1.1 Conjugation I, 

(1) Consonant root verbs. Stems consist of a root of this 



shape (C)C-/C, 


Stems exist ending in / p b v 


s z t d k h r/. 


sop- 


sapc * 1 


*to puff* 


hrob- 


nrepc*i 


*to row* 


rov- 


rave* a 


*to roar* 


n’os- 


n*es*c*i 


*to carry* 


l*ez- 


l*es*c*i 


*to creep* 


pl*ot- 


pi * es * c * i 


*to plait* 


klad- 


klas*c*i 


*to put* 


p’ok- 


p*aci 


*to ba!<e* 


strih- 


strixei 


*to shear* 




In mar^y verbs morphophonemic -£~ of the root is replaced 
by morphophonemic -e~ in the infinitive, past foiros other than 
masculine, and before the past passive participle formant -^on-. 
xiluo, XI- p&su n^os t n*esi.a » n* 0 S' pasx- passiv^e par- 
ticiple ( pri)n*es*eni . When stress shifts, of course, immedi- 
ately pretonic and -e- are both replaced by /a/: present 
nja^, n*as*eg etc. . but maxci (moh-), past moh , mohla etc. 

C-root h-erbs in /r/ have present stems of the shape (C)Cr- 
in the present stem alternating with (C)C*or- in the infinitive 
stem (morphophonemic -o- alternates as stated above): Thus 

c^erc*i *to rub* present tru, tres etc., past c*or . c*erla. 
past passive participle ( pra)c*orti « 

In one verb l*exSi *to lie down*, morphophonemic in 
the infinitive stem l*oh- alternates with -a;- in the present 
stem l*ah- : present tense l*ahu, l*azaS. etc. 

Ihree roots ending in /iv/ (and their prefixed derivatives) 
lose /v/ in the infinitive stem. These are ziv- *to live*, 
pliv- *to swim*, sliv *to be reputed*: 
zic * : 2ivuc • * to live * 

The root rost- *to grow* loses /t/ in the infinitive stem: 
rastuc*: ras*c*i: past m. ros *to grow* 

(2) Vowel root verbs. Stem consists of a root of the shape 
(C)CV. 

mi- mic*: mijuc* * to wash* 

hn*i- hn*£c*: hn*ijuc^ *to rot* 

cu- 5uc*: cujuc* *to hear* 
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In the verb m»ec « 'to have', the Infinitive stem m'e« . alter- 
nates with present stem nm-: 

m'ec': majuc' 'to have' 

Root verbs showing alternation, infinitive stem C» present 
stem C'j-: 

b'lc': b'juc' 'to beat' 

(3) Root verbs showing alternation, infinitive stem (C)c + 'a*<-^ 
present stem (C)CN- (l-j standing for nasal consonant; C standing 
for any C; if susceptible of palatalization, it is replaced by 
its palatalized counterpart before /a/, 
zac': zmilc' 'to press* 
m ' ac ' : mnuc ' *1to crianple ' 

uz'ac': voz'muc' 'to take*. In this verb, the root has 
inserted /o/ with concomitant alternation (before V) in 

the present. 

Verbs with the infinitive stem -n*a- have present stem -n'im- 
(/a/ is replaced by /m/ , inserted vowel /i/ occiirs between the 
two consonants, /n'/ remains palatalized befoee /i/) or alter- 
natively -dim- , after prefixes ending in consonant, but after 
prefixes ending in vowel verbs with the infinitive stem -n*a- 
have present stem -jm- (/a/ replaced by /m/, /n*/ replaced by 

/j/)* 




padn'ac'; padn'imuc* or padimu 'to raise' 
nan ' ac ' ; na jmuc ' 'to rent ' 
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(4) Stable stem-vowel verbs 

(stem consists of root, or root plus suffixes, plus stem vowel 
-a- or -£-) 

hul*ac*: hul*ajuc* »to stroll* 
z*el*an*ec*: z*el*an*ejuc* »to be green* 

(5) Vowel dropping verbs 

(stem consists of a root plus stem vowel or a root plus suffixes 
plus stem vowel; stem vowel is dropped in present stem) 
a-dropping verbs. In a niamber of these, the consonant before 
dropped -a- undergoes J-change in the present stem. A smaller 
number, with monosyllablic stems, inserts a vowel in the present 
stem ('vdien -a- is dropped). 

brae*: b*aruc* *to take* 

v*ejac*: v*ejuc* *to wave* 

zvac*: zavifc* *to call* 

rezac*: rezuc* *to cut* 

-y^- dropping verbs. These drop both the vowel -a- and the 
preceding suffix -v-. There are few of these; only the fol- 
lowing verbs and their prefixed derivatives: davac » *to give*, 
-znayac * *to know*, stavac * *to place*, ;^hvac * »to put on*, 
-tavac * *to thaw* 

davac* : dajuc* *to give* 

- ov-a- c/?-u- verbs. In these verbs, the suffix -py- (usually 
appearing as unstressed /av/; it appears stressed as /ov/ in 
secondary imperfective derivatives such as tferabudowac * *to 




rebuild p^erabudavac » ) is replaced with -u» when -a- is dropped 
in the present stem. 

budavac*; budujuc* *to build* 

- 0 - dropping verbs. In this small fryoijin nf* t q r>r*o— 

ceded by morphophonemic o plus /r/ or /l/. One verb ( maloc * »to 
grind* ) replaces by morphophonemic £ in the present stern, /l/ 
is palatalized in the present stem, 
baroc*: b6ruc* *to fight* 
maloc*; m*el*uc* *to grind* 
kaloc*: kol*uc* *to stab, prick* 

-a- dropping verb. This class consists only of one verb ^ind its 
prefixed derivatives), /c*/ undergoes J-change (to / 6 /) in the 
present stem. 

xac » ec • : xo^uc * * t o wish, want * 

( 6 ) Verbs with the suffix -nu-, which loses -u- in the present 
stem. 

V * amuc * : v * amuc * * to return * 

Sane verbs of this type lose the suffix «nu- in seme or all of 
the infinitive stem forms other than the infinitive itself. 

soxnuc*: soxnuc* *to dry*, past sox, soxla etc. 

The following verbs have the nasal suffix (in its form -n-) in 
the present stem only and lose it in all infinitive stem forms, 
stac* : st^uc* *to stand, become* 

3*ec*: 3 *enuc* *to put* 
strec • ; strenuc • • to meet * 
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kl*as*c*^ ; kl*anuc * *to curse* (Ihis verb adds /s/ in 
the infinitives which is lost in the remaining infinitive stem 
forms, e.g. past kl*av . kl*ala ) 

7.1.2 Conjugation II (all are vowel dropping verbs). 

^-dropping: baran*ic * : baron* ac * *to defend* 

Preceding dropped -i- there is always a palatalized or 
“hardened" consonant, or /j/. 
e-dropping: v*arc*ec * : v*^rc*ac * *to turn* 

Preceding dropped -a- there is always a palatalized con- 
sonant. 

a-dropping: mavcac * ; mav5ac * *to be silent* 

Preceding dropped -a- there is always a "hardened" con- 
sonant or /j/. There are two exceptions — spac * *to sleep* 
and hnac * *to drive*, both palatalize the consonant preced- 
ing dropped -a- in the present stem and hnac^ (3»pl» pres. h(^n*ac *) 
has inserted /o/ in the present stem. 

Productivity. Stable stem-vowel verbs are productive, stable a- 
verbs more so than stable e- verbs j a-dropping -ov«a- > verbs are 
a highly productive class; jnu- suffix verbs are likewise pro- 
ductive. Of the second conjugation verbs, only i-dropping verbs 
are productive. 

*1> Irregular stem alternation (all are conjugation I), 

The j;-dropping verb jexac * *to ride* has the infinitive 
stem ,iex-a- . present stem jed- 

The root verb bfc* *to be* has the infinitive stem bi- 



o 
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and present stem plus an anomalous present tense fonn .jos*c » 

‘there is*. 

Hie root verb is‘c»i ’to go* has the stem in the pres- 
ent stem and in the infinitive, i|o- in the masculine past and in 
the past active participle and gerund, and in the remaining 

infinitive stem forms. Its prefixed derivatives replace /i/ by /i/ 
after prefix-final vowel. .y / n/ 

7*2 The verb forms, 

7 , 2,1 Present tense. 

The present-tense endings consist (except for the first per- 
son sg, where the ending is -u) of an ending vowel plus a final 
element. The ending vowel is /e/ (which becomes /o/ before 
"plain” consonant, if stressed) in 2.3. sg.. 1.2.pl. and /u/ in 
3.pl. of the first conjugation, and /i/ in 2.3. sg., 1.2.pl. and 
/a/ in 3.pl. of the second conjugation. The final elements are: 

l.pl. -m 

2,sg, -s 2,pl, -c*e 

3.sg. and pi, -c» 

In the first conjugation the third person final element -c* is 
replaced by zero, except before the reflexive particle s*a. The 
final element /d/ combined with the particle results in -cca. 



The endings are accordingly: 



Sgcl. 


I. 


n. 


-u 


2. 


-el y 

) 

1 


-is 


3. 


! 

i 


-ic* 


pl.l. 


-emv^-*om i 


-im 


2. 


-ec ” s 


-ic*e 


3. 


-uc* ' 

1 


-ac* 



ERIC 
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V/hen endings are stressed, the second vowel of the bisyl- 
labic 2. pi. ending is stressed, and the ending vowel /e/ of the 
first syllable is automatically replaced by /a/. Likewise, when 
endings are unstressed, ending vowel /e/ is replaced by /a/ aft- 
er "hardened" consonants (cf. basic vowel alternation, 21). 

Stem changes before the endings; Stem final consonant under- 
goes J-change before l.sg. -u in second conjugation. Velars un- 
dergo J-change before ’^ing vowel /©/ (and its replacement /o/); 
remaining "plain" consonants are replaced by their palatalized 
counterparts before this vowel. 

7.2.2. Present active participle and gerund. 

The formation of the present active participle parallels 
the formation of the present tense forms, particularly the 
Thus, there is a fomative vowel (/u/ in conjugation I, /a/ in 
conjugation II, just as in the pres.) followed by the 

fomative consonant /c/ (itself the J-change replacive for the 
3. pi. pres, ending consonant /c*/); taken togethere these consti- 
tute the fomant -uc- (conjugation (conjugation II). 

The participle consists of the present stem plus the fomant 
plus the regular adjective endings; 

3.sg„pres. ptes. active part, (m.nom.) 

p • 1 Sue * p * 1 suci * writing * 

panujuc* panuju6i ‘ruling* 

havorac • havoraci • speaking • 

The present gerund has the same fomant (-u^- (/>-a6-) as 
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the present active participle, plus the adverb-foming suffix 
-1. It has thus the same phonemic shape as the masculine 
ncminativ© of the present active participle. 

Those fonis are nude primarily or exclusively on the stems 
Of imperf active verbs. 



?.2.3 Present passive participle. 

This fom is attle used a»i is fomed on the stems of cer- 
tain imperfeotive verbs only. Ihe fonaant is -a- C««tcB.atieally 



replaced by -a- rtien unstressed foUoHlng palatalized con- 
sonant or /j/) in conjugation I and -Im. in conjugation H. 
This participle is fomed on the present stem by addition of 
the fomnant plus regular adjective endings: 



infinitive 

budavac' 

citac' 

v*/s»c*i 

l*ub»fc» 



presepass.part. (N.sg,m.) 
budujemi »built* 

citajemi 'retd* 

v*ad^mi *led* 

l*ub*ini *loved* 



Verbs which drop - 3 ^- in the present tense, retain these ele- 
ments in the present passive participle: vldavac *. vldavA•j«M«^ 



•issued*. 

7e2.4 Imperative (second person forms). 

fomant: (Before this formant, velars undergo J- 



change and other consonants susceptible of palatalization un- 
dergo palatalization). !lhe fomant is -»i- if (a) the formant 
is stressed, or the verb has the stressed prefix vi-, but is 



derived by prefixation froBi a simple verb with stressed fomant, 
or (b) the stem ends in a consonant cluster, 

Endings: 2,sg. -0 2opl. -c*e 

Stress falls cither upon the stem 02 * the fomant; the for- 
mant is st_‘9ssed, if the l.sg, present ending is stressed. 

The imperative is fomed from the present stem, except for 
root verbs with a stem ending in /C^i/ which fom it frcmi the 
infinitive stem. Thus: o^dfc ^ *to drink*, p'* 1-0-0 . p*l-0-c*e . 

The athematic verb .ie1s*c* *to eat* (stem .led- ) subjects the 
stem-final consonant to the change /d->7i/ in the imperative: 

.jel . .ie^c*e . 



Sitlc’ 


citaju 


citaj-0-0 


•read* 


p*acl 


p*aku 


p*ac- 1-0 


*bake* 


brae* 


b*aru 


b*ar- 1-0 


•take* 


n*es*c*i 


n*asu 


n* as *-1-0 


•carry* 


k*lnuc’ 


k*lnu 


k*ln*-0-0 


•throw’ 


There is 


also a ] ,pl. 


imperative fom. 


but statements in 



the sources concerning its fomation are confused are contradic- 
toiy. The clearest, in Hurski, implies that, if the formant is 
-0- the ending is -mo; if the fomant is -i« in the other imper* 
ative forms, it charges to -e- in the l,pl, and adds the ending 
-m. Thus, kln*ma8 hul*a,1ma ; b*arqa. kup*i^ 

' 7 . 2.5 The infini'vj.ve. 

The infinitive is formed from the infinitive stem 
by addition of the infinitive formant. The formant is 
-c.' (after vowels -cJi (after consonants except /h k/) 
(after /h k/). Before it /t d. v/— >/s/ and. /k/->0* 



P*is4c» 


*to write* 




»to go* 


klfis»c»i (stem: klad-) 


*to put* 


n»4s» c»i 


*to carry* 


P*a6£ (stem p»ok-) 


*to bake* 


strixSi (stem strih-) 


*to shear* 



The past tense. 

The past tense consists of a stem plus formant plus 
endings. The endings are the short adjective nominative 
endin^rs: m. -0, n. -o, f. -a, pi. -i. The formant 

is -V.-. /!/ occurs before n. -o and f. -a 

/!*/ occurs before plural and /v/ occurs before m. 

-0, except when preceried by a consonant, in which case 



it is 


replaced by -0-. 


Examples ; 






5itdc» 

*to read* 


P*a51 
*to bake* 


pl*6s* c* i 
*to plait* 


m. 


5it5-v-0 


p* 6k -0-0 


pl*6-v^0 


n. 


« ^ 

UJLUC1-J.-CX 


p*ak-l-6 


pl*a-l-6 


f. 


eit4-l-a 


p*ak-l-d 


pl*a-l-6 


Pl. 


5it5-l*-i 


p*ak-l*4 


pl*a-P-l 


Before 


the past formant 


(1 -formant ) 


stem final /t d/ are 


lost; 


this rule takes effect before 


the masculine formant 



variants — v-'^0 are selected. 

7.2.7 Past active partictiple and gerund. 



The formant for these two forms is .y§- (after 

vowel) (after consonant). The formant is attached 

to the infinitve stem. 
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which loses shen-flnal /t d/ before this foimant, as in the 
past tense. The participle is made by attaching the regiilar 
adjective endings after the formant; the gerund by attaching 
the adverbial element -i. Accordingly, the gerund has the 
same form as the masculine ncminative of the participle: 



inf. 


part. 




v*es*c*i 


v*ovsi 


•having lead* 


sp*acf 


sp*6ksi 


•having baked 


pracitac • 


pracitavsi 


•havirig read* 



7.2,8 The past passive participle. 

This participle is fomed from the infinitive, except in 
the case of second conjugation verbs with stem-vowel -i-, which 
form it from the present ston (ie. dropping -i-). The parti- 
ciple consists of stem plus formant plus regular adjective end- 
ings, The formant is -•on-’^-n-t/^-t-. -*on- is attached to 

stems ending in consonants except /r/. Before it, stem-final 
velar ^ undergo J-change, as do also all stem-final consonants 
in second conjugation i-dropping verbs, while the remaining 
stem-final consonants are palatalized. The vowel of Jon- is 
then automatically replaced if unstressed by /e/ after palatal- 
ized consonant (and /j/) and by /a/ after •’hardened” consonants, 
-n;- is attached to stems ending in /a/ and /e/ (excepting root 
verbs where /a/ alternates with nasal consonant and root verbs 
with /e/). -t- is attached to st«aiis consisting of a root end- 

ing in vowel, to stems with the suffix -nu- ^ and to those ending 
in /o/. 



zb’eraxcl 


zb * erai^.oiLi 


*protected * 


razhraf *lc* 


razhrafl*oni 


*lined* 


kup*ic* 


kupl * eni 


* bought* 


pasal*ic* 


pasol*eni 


* salted * 


pasa3 *ic * 


pasa^ani 


* seated * 


raskazac ' 


raskazani 


*toid* 


padn*ac* 


padn*ati 


* raised* 


raamic* 


razniti 


*washed * 


sahnuc* 


sahnuti 


*bent * 


vlc*erc*i 


vlc*erti 


* rubbed out* 


7.3 Irr egularitie s , 






7.3.1 The root verb b*ex^i *to run* (stemi 


b*eh-) is irregular 


in that it has second conjugatior endings with J-change of stem- 


final /h-vz/ in all present tense forms except l«sg. and 3*pl. 


7.3.2 The athematic 


verbs .1^s*c*i *to eat*. 


dac* *to give*. 


present 






sg.l 


d^ 


-m 


2 jas*l 


das*i 


-s*i 


3 Jes*c* 


das*c* 


-c* 


pl.l ja^*im (jamo) 


da3*im (damo) 


-i-hii*^ -^o 


2 jas*c*e (Jas*c 


1*0) das*c*e (das*c*6) 


-c * e i/j -c * 0 


3 jaduc* 


dadiic* 


-u+c* 



The stems are .ied- » dad- ; filial /d/— »/s*/ before elements 
beginning with /c*/ rnd falls before elements beginning with any 
other consonant; /d/ is palatalized to /3 V before ending vowel 



/i/o Ending stress where possible. 

In remaining forms, .ies*c*i has the stem .ied» » (past .jev , 
jela, past active participle .jevsi ), except in the imperative 
where the stem is with stem stress: fjei t .jesc*e » dac * has 
the stem da- (with added /j/ in the imperative) in all other 
forms: past dav . dala . past act. part, davsi , imperative da.i ,, 
da,1c*e . 

7.4 Ihe stress patterns of the verb. 

Verbs, other than root verbs, which in the infinitive 
stress a non-dropping suffix or an element preceding a stem- 
suffix have fixed stress. Thus, all verbs with stable stem- 
vowel /a/ or /e/ have fixed stress, as do vowel droppi.ng verbs, 
with stress on a syllable preceding the dropped stem vowel. (An 
exception is p^ec ^ *to sing*, which stresses the stem vowel in 
the infinitive stem forms and ending or formant in the present 
stem forms). 

Verbs, other than root verbs, stress the identical syllable 
in the past tense and in the past active participle and gerund, 
as in the infinitive. Verbs which stress a dropped stem vowel 
(other than those with the iuffix complex -ov-a in the infinitive 
stej,i) stress the ending in the l.sg. present tense and the formant 
in the imperative. The r«naining forms of the present tense in 
such verbs may then either stress the ending or, more usually, 
shift stress one syllable forward onto the stem. The past passive 
participle in such verbs stresses the stem syllable, if preser.t 
tense foims other than l.sg. stress the stem, and stresses the 
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fomant (in 2.conj. j.-dropping verbs) or the non-stable stem 
vowel (in other stem-vowel dropping verbs), if present tense 
foms other than l.sg. retain the stress of l.sg. The present 






T.T«Trr« 
«A-2.VV€»Jf 0| 



CU9JL 



4-U^ j. 

OiH? OOOIIU 



active 



participle 



and gerund usually, stress their fonnant, if present endings 
other than l.sg, are stressed. However, some verbs which stress 
present endings in foms other than l.sg. show a shift in the 



present active participle and gerund — a few shift stress one 



syllable forward, while more shift stress tr the ending. 

Verbs with -ov-a- in the infinitive stem, stress either 
the -a- or a syllable preceding the suffix complex. If a pre- 
ceding syllable is stressed, stress is, of course, fixed. If 
-a- is stressed in the infinitive stem forms, the suffix vari&nt 
-u- will be stressed in the present stem forms. 

All prefeetivo verbs with the prefix vi- have fixed stress 
on that prefix; otherwise, prefixes are not normally stressed. 

Root verbs (other than those stressing jd-) stress, in the 
mfinitiv'^ either the root, or in the case of some consonant 
root verbs, the fomant. If the fomant is stressed, the end- 
ings will usually be stressed in the past and usually shifted 
to the root in the past passive participle (exceptionally some 
stress the fomant in this fom). In the pasb active participle 
and gerund, endings are never stressed; stress always falling on 
the root {or prefix vi-)« Root verbs which stress the root in 
the infinitive retain this stress in all infinitive stem forms. 
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except that a small number of such verbs stress the endings of 
the past. Most root verbs stress the ending (or formant, as 
the case may be) in present stem forms. A very few of those 
with stem stress in the infinitive stem forms, retain this 
stress in the present stem foims. Very few root verbs as maxS£ 
•to be able* and uzac* *to take* have ending stress in l.sg.pres. 
and stem stress in the remaining present tense foms. 

Examples: 

inf * stam (vowel dropping verbs) (root verb) 



inf. 


lav*£c* 


maloc* 


budavac * 


p*aci 


m.past. 


iav*lv 


malov 


budavav 


p*ok 


f.past. 


lav*lla 


malola 


budavala 


p*akla 


p.p.p. 


(z)lovl*eni 


(z)m 6 lati 


(ad)budavani 


(pat) p'ecani 


pres, stem 










2 .sg. 


lov*is 


m*el*es 


budujes 


p*aces 


l.sg. 


lavl*u 


m*al*u 


buduju 


p*aku 


imp. 


lav*i 


m*al»£ 


buduj 


p*ac£ 



7.5 The reflexive forms. 

The reflexive particle »s*a may be attached as a final ele- 
ment to any verb fom. Before the reflexive particle first oonju- 
gation verbs shew the final ending element /c’/ (as in conjugation 
n), rather than 0 which appeass when no laflexive particle is 
present. The basic shape of this particle is /s*a/, but attached 
to any element ending in /cV (namely the infinitive, when its 
foimant is -jc*, and the third person singular and plural, present 

o 




tenss) the sequence /c» s»a/ is replaced by /cca/. 



simple 


reflexive 




miju 


mijus*a 


*I wash* 


mijem 


mijems*a 


*we wash* 


nije 


mfjecca 


*he washes* 


ml juc* 


mijucca 


*they wash* 


t , 

mic* 


mlcca 


*to wash* 



7.6 Verb constructions. 

Verb constructions are verb phrases which nay appear in 
the same syntactic slots as simple verb forms. The following 
occur in Bielorussian : 

7.6.1 Imperf active future construction 

The present tense of blc* *to be*, as auxiliary, plus the 
infinitive of an iraperfective verb: budu havar£c * *I shall 
talk. * 

7.6.2 Conditional construction 

The 1-fom (past tense form) of the verb plus the enclitic 
particle ^ (after consonant )t/ib (after vow^a). Usually the 
particle appears immediately after the verb form, but it may 
appear after the first stressed element of the clause, particu» 
larly if it is a clause introducer such as *i *if * 
havari^"' bi *he would speak 
prisla b *she would come* 
tr^ba dapamaxci jim kab jan£ vikan^*;l pl^ 

*0iie must help them to fulfill the plan. * 

If the subject in the subordinate clause is impersonal or 



the same as the subject of the main clause, the 1-fom of the 
verb may be replaced by the infinitive. 

treba nac*£snuc’ kab vikan^c" olan *It is necessarv 
to make an effort to fulfill the plan. * 

7*6.3 Optative construction 



The optative construction is used only in the first and 



third persons. In the third person it consists of n*axgCi « 
xa.1 plus the third person presaht (perfective or imperf ective ) 
of the verb: 

n*ax^j n*e ubivaje *let it not kill* 
xaj l*ac*jLC* *may it fly* 
xdj cakajuc* *let them wait* 

In the first person it consists of the imperative form dava.i 
(more rarely dava.1c*ejda.i ) plus the first person singular or 



P ineal r\y ^ nn ri-P nrA nrAY*V^e 

CM* W* WAAV* V ^ W.I. ^ wJb JL V W V VJ w # 



daj ja pahl*a5u *Let me have a look* 

davaj jasce paprobuju *Let my try once again* 

davajc*e poj 3 *era *Let*s go* 

davaj z*aml*^ pask<?rim krok ’Jbllow countr;yTnan, let us 
hasten our pace. * 



